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 The game was based on the professional wrestling promotion World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE). It was the first WWE
game to be released on the PlayStation 2. It is also the first WWE game released by THQ, which would later be purchased by
Vivendi in 2005. The game received largely positive reviews from critics. It was nominated for Game of the Year and Sports
Game of the Year awards at the 2005 Spike Video Game Awards, as well as the Game Critics Awards for the categories of

Game of the Year and Best Wrestling Game. The player assumes the role of the WWE Superstar or Diva, though the character
is customizable and three such characters are available at the start of the game. The game's plot is set in 2005, where it is a year
since the release of the first WWE SmackDown!. Raw vs. SmackDown! serves as a sequel to WWE WrestleMania X8, which

was released in the same year. Players control their character as they perform a set of twenty-four in-ring matches against other
in-game competitors, including their own nemesis. Players are given the opportunity to train in the ring, where they can improve

on their attributes or items, such as attire, finishers, and the like. The game's gameplay is composed of three main areas: the
ring, backstage, and a statistics screen. The ring includes several items, including ringside referees and wrestlers, and it can be
set in a wide variety of different environments. The backstage area gives the player the ability to perform executive decisions,

including match entrances and exits. Lastly, the statistics screen gives the player the opportunity to view detailed statistics on his
or her career. The game's main story mode is set during the Raw vs. SmackDown! special, where both show are running the

same set of events. Raw focuses on storylines involving the Corporate Ministry, and includes characters such as the McMahon
family and Triple H, while SmackDown! focuses on storylines from the World Wrestling Federation (WWF). The two shows
also have separate rosters. The game was released on November 2, 2004 in North America, followed by European release on
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November 24, and Australian release on November 26. It was only available on the PlayStation 2. It was developed by Yuke's
and published by THQ, which was later acquired by Vivendi in 2005. WWE SmackDown! vs. Raw received largely positive

reviews from critics upon release, with praise directed towards the ring handling and storytelling 82157476af
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